%)

-

DAY,

" LETTERS T0 THE EDITOR.
£0 OUR LAW-MAKERS.

e married-Woman's Act=A Protest from
n Judwe of the Old Scheel.
[For tha Dispateh,|

In the Law Jowrnal of November,
pess, 1 soe for the first time the statate
i by the revisers, called the
garried-woman's act, and comment is
ipvited, 50 that the act may be made as
petfect a8 practicable. have long
considered the present statute as to

rate estates of married women as
the most pernicious and demeralizing
grovision ;  ineffectual in protection
of the married woman and destruc-
tive of that holy and sacred tie in-
tended by the law of God and
the common law to be the basis of do-
mestic felicity and social good. This
modern interpolation of crude states-
manship violates the law of God and hu-
manity, in that it separates in all mate-
rial interests man and wife, whom God
hath joined together, and substitutes the
venal and grovelling motive of proper-
ty for that only safe, pure, snd
rational tie which should or can bind in
this heaven-ordained relstion. It
shakes and destroys the funda-
mental and only safe basis of
human society. [ protest against
such a law as dangerous, and only
fruitful in discord and misery, and
can only be tolerated in & latitade
where marriage is barter and divorces
facilitated and encouraged. Neitherthe
prosent statute nor the one proposed
will mccomplish the object intended in
the protection of the feme covert. She
may be as sole and separste as you
please, but give her the power to en-
cumber or gell her estate, and so long
as she is of the weaker sex and
woman, and the husband is a man,
he will have sad use the pow-
er to control the estate and
waste it. I have known more than
oue instance which proves my asser-
tion. In onecase a marricd woman had
a good estate settled on her by deed
intended to protect sgainst an improvi-
dent husband : but she had the power
to sell and encumber. At the instance
of the husband the wife encambered the
property, a valuable and handsome
bome, and all to raise money. which
was obtained and invested in the tobac-
co trade, The consequence was that
the money was lost, and the * sole and
separate estate,”’ embracing the home,
was sold and lost to the family. 1 can-
not conceive that such results can be
prevented so long as the woman has
power to dispose of or encumber
her estate, Such a law canonly breed
domestic broils and connubial discord.
I protest against it as the most alarm-
ing and dangerous violation of the most
sacred and fundamental laws of God,
and the only security for the elevation
and purity of woman. The present
Virginia statute is only an imitation of
similar enactments in the northern
States.

An alarming commentary on such
laws is found in the practical looseness
of the marriage relation and the com-
mon, every-day resort to divorces, so
frequent in these States. North Caro-
lina adopted a similar law for married
women, and ber judicial calendar pre.
sents an instance of the beauties of the
system in & case decided in 1578 by the
Supreme ourt, in
plaintifl and husband defendant in an
action of ejectment brought to eject the
latter from lands. including the home,
held as the separate estate of the wifl,

and judgment was rendered, uponappeal, |

for the plamtitf, ¥Vide Manning s,
Manning. 7% N. C., 203 ; and also re-
ported in 28th Vol. Am. Reports. A
novel and alanning precedent, aund a
blot upon the civilization of the age.
I nder this law the sherifl’ may go with
» writ of possession, tear the husband
from the harassing embraces of the
wife. and land him, bag and bagyage,
in the public highway. This is a di-
vorce at comnnon law ; harsh, violent,
and not tempered with the milder pro-
cevdings of divorce in a court of equity.
No such case, so far a3 we know, has
gccurred in Virginia, but it is not un-
reasonable to expect some stalwart
woman, under the teachings and pro-
tection of the ** Married-Woman's Act,”
way defy decency, and assert her * sole
and separate rights,” and out-Herod
Anna Dickinson, Mrs, Woodhull, and
others in the bold assertion of woman's
rights. | assume that there isno trae

and safe basis for social elevation and |

happiness other than that which pre-
serves and protects woman in her proper
sphere, as the most potent, gentle, and
casential to society.  In no other sphere
an she be a true woman, capable of
exerting ber gentle and refining influ-
ence upon man, and filling the elevated
and noble position assigned her by Provi-

dence, This cannot be accomplished. but |

in its results the richest gift of Heaven
to man will be prosthtuted and marred
by such legislation as is proposed. The
result of such dethronement of woman
from her high position wili be to render
man more rude and unmansgeable, to
destroy the beauty and power of woman,
and may lead to the conditions of bar-
barous nations, which assign her to
drudgery and labor, and men to brutal-
ity and self-indulgence. It is said that
history repeats itself, and such has becn
the conditign of society and is now in
heathen lands. 1 do, therefore, object
and protest against such statutes as the
present or that proposed, and appeal to
our lsw-makers to consider the conse-
quences and boldly refuse to follow the

demoralizing remedies of expediency |

sdopted by the reckless legislation of
other States, especially when the fruits
are so manifest and prolific in poisoning
the fountains of social virtue and hap-
piness.

There i8 no necessity for such laws,
and although there may be individual

cases of hardship, yet the settled pow- |

ers of a court of chancery to make set-
tlements in proper cases on the wife,
and the right of grantors in deeds to
impose restrictions and guard the sel-
tlements of estate. are all that the gen-
cral interests of society require.

But if such a law is to exist upon
the statute-book of Virginia, I would
suggest as a fitting amendment that it
be enacted that the woman, along with
other * sole and separate estate,’’ shall
be entitled to the boots and breeches of
the busband, and hold them as heir-
looms, to descend to the oldest daugh-
ter in succession.

WitLiam M. TREDWAY.

Chatham, Va.

RicuMoND, January 7, 1886,
To the Editor of the Dispatch :

which a wife s |

¥
ything else that is
his " ; that to attempt to justily the
existing reading of that Comman t
would be virtually to rule that it is
permissible in rhetorical enumeration
to make the m of the last mem-
ber of a series nullify the meaning of
all the preceding members: that the
reading cannot be justified by the
plea of literal translation, because the
translators frequently supplied needed
worde, and even resorted to rnphn-
sing, in order to make sense of the Eng-
lish translation ; and that the omission
of the word clse is due simply to alack
of knowledge of the sciences of Eng-
lish grammar and rhetoric, which had
not been fully thought out and written
out before the time of the translators.
and were not fully thought out by the
translators themselves for themselves.

Plainly, the Tenth Commandment
* contains ' an error of omission ; and
ITam of the opinion that Acts, xxiii.,
11, which you cite as exemplifying the
correct use of “till,"" just as plainly
contains an error of commisgion in the
incorrect use of ** till,”” and that a dis-
cussion of the last clavse of that verse
will throw light on the subject under
consideration,

The Jews said, according to Acts
xxiit,, 11, that ** they would neither eat
nor drink till they had killed Paul.”
If they would neither eat nor drisk
they would certainly fast. Let us,
then, substitute * fast ' for * neither
eat nor drink"’—thus : * They would
fast till they had killed Paul,” This
means, as | understand it, that they
would fast during every moment of
time between the moment of binding
themselves and the moment of killing
Paul. The clause so written is perspi-
cuous, Now insert “not" between
‘“they would™ and * fast," thus:
* They would not fast till they had kill-
ed Paul.”” Docs not this admit of ex-
pansion into ** they would not fast dur-
ing every moment of time between the
moment of binding themselves and the
moment of killing Paul?* T think it
does, and that this expansion is unper-
spicuous ; for in saying they would not
fast during every momentof a period of
time. they would express, not a resolve
pot to fast at all during that period.
but a resolve not to fast during the
enlire period, 1f, however, we substi-
tute ** before ™" for ** till " in the negs-
tive clavse—thus : * They would not
fast Lefore they had killed Paul''—
then this reading becomes, like the posi-
tive one, perspicuous,

Possibly this attempted simplifica-
tion of the construction of the clause
may make it plain that in saying ** they
would neither eat nor drink till they
had killed Paul,” the Jews expressed,
not an intention of fasting during the
whole of the period between the time
of Winding themselves and the time of
killing Paul=—although they ungues-
tionably meant to express that inten-
tion—but simply sn intention of not
| being uninterruptedly engaged in eat-
| ing and drinking during the whole of
| that period. The substitution of ** be-
| fore ™ for **till ** makes their real in-
! tentiun evident
cat nor drink before they had killed
| Paul.”

That ** hefore " and ** until " are not
indifferently exchangeable the one for
the other cven in sentences like the
ope discussed in last Sunday’s Dis-
puteh the treatment of a simple sen-
tence will abundantly show. Suppose
the sentence * I expect to go to New
York before Christmas, but shall not
remain there wafil Christmas,” re-
written 1 expect to go to New York
Lefore Christmas, but shall not remain
there before Christmas.”” Uomment is
unmnecessary.

A similar line of reasoning spplies to
the * note sentence,”' In saying it
could not be protested unfil Saturday ™
you convey not the idea that the note
could not be protested at any moment
during busihess-hours,”” of course,
being understood) of a specified period
of time, but merely the idea that the
ac! of protesting the note could not
| last during every moment (of business-
| hours) of that period. You do mnot
express a wegation of the positive
statement, ** The note could be pro-
tested before Saturday *'; you do ex-
press, though, & gratuitous, irrelevant
negation of a palpable improbability.
In fine,. you neither explicitly assert,
nor do you in any way intimate, that
the note could not be protested before
Saturday.

The construction of the sentence,
“ The note could not be protested un-
til Saturday.” is. strictly considered,
grammaticaily correct, because the va-
rious parts of speech in it occur in
| proper form in proper order; butit is
rhetorically mcorrect, Lecause it does
| not convey the idea intended to be cou-
veyed, \Very respecfully,

GRAMMATICASTER.

1. We know that good writers often
| write bad English.

2.+ ** admits that the sentence un-
der discussion is grammatically correct :
o we might drop the subject, espe-
cially as his argument is intended to
| prove, so it seems to us, that the word
|+ until " ought not to have both of the
| meanings which it undoubtedly has—
! that is, according to the custom of the
best writers and speakers—but only
one of these meanings. The only an-
swer we need make, or can make, to
| that argument is to say that we cannot
change the fact. **Ravel ™ and * un-
ravel ' are two words that have one
meaning. **Cleave " is & word that
has two meanings directly opposed the
one to theother, * Cleave "' means to di-
vide, andalso tostick together—to sepa-
rate from and also to adhere to. So **un-
til " means ** until after," and also ** up
to the time,”" a8 ** I will not pay you
the money until after you hand me the
receipt,’’ and also, “I will keep the
money until you hand me the receipt.”

g e

feb »
To the Editor of the Dispalch:

40,000,

the trustees
ir work ; but
to

State pays them
Undoubted!

+ They would neither |

| riodically.

lack of information among all classes

charge of a moderately-sized county,
and who attends faithfully to hr
ness, bas not a single day that he can
certainly call his own. Ie whodoubts
this statement can easily be convinced
of its truth by a study of the school
laws, the regulations of the Board of
Fducation, and the report of the Super-
intendent of Pablic Instruction, But
should the inquirer not have time for
all this, let him take up the above-men-
tloned report and open it at page 30
and peruse that and the two following
it. He will thereby gain some little
insight into the amount of work done
and the amount of money spent in inci-
dental expenses out of his munificent
salary, though the table does not tell
half the tale. A superintendent should
be & first-class man, possessing a good
education, fine sdministrative talents,
and general business qualifications; and
such men cannot be engaged for sala-
ries less than they could command in
other callings. Reduce the salaries,
and, as a necessary consequence, the
office will have to be filled by inferior
men. I do not think the legislators,
judges, and other officers overpaid, but

am willing to leave it to the decision
of any unprejudiced, well.informed
man as to whether they are not better
paid for the work required of them than
the superintendents. If, then, the money
for the payment of the trustees can be
gottenin no other way than by reduction
of salaries, then let us have a horizontal
reduction, and it will not bear so hard
on any one particular clags.

Fare Prav.
o ——

CONVICT LARBOR.
A Scientifie and Moral fleasan Why the
tiovernment Should Make Alaska a Penal
Lelany,
Ricusoxp, Va., Jan, 14, 1856,
To the Editor of the Dispaleh :

In former letters I endeavored to
give some practical and financial rea-
sons why convicta should be colonized
in Alaska, instead of being located, as
they now are, in the centres of popula-
tion, where their activity in the various
trades has reduced the working classes
to a condition of servitude not unlike
that, in many respects, that existed
prior to 1205, and located also where
even their presence is a hindrance to
morality.

I shall now attempt to give a scien-
tific reason why conviet Inhor—this dis-
turbing element. or barnacle as it were,
of our civilization—should be exiled to
Alazka, and thus relieve the communi-
ties in which they are located of their
competing labor and contaminating
presence and influence, and at the same
time be made to subserve a scientifis
eni—by possibly producing a climatic
effect on the United States. To illus-
trate my subject it 13 necessary to re-
peat what T have written in a former
Jetter, that Alacka **is a vast tract of
uninhabited land, facing on the one side
the Dehiring sea and on the other ex-
tendding far into the mystic arctic cir-
cle. It has large rivers tlowing through
it,and it is thought to have fully onesixih
of the area of the United States, much
of it covered with a magnilicent coni
ferous forest,”! and this latter fact
brings me to my subjects—that of fir-
vafry and its effect upon climate. Scien-
tists are ngreed that the temperature
and rainfall of the United States have

' undetgone, and are still undergoing, a

1apid and wonderful change, anid that
the cause of this change is due, in a
great measure, to the wasteful and cruel
band of our peaple in the destruction of
our once majestic forests—a most dire-
ful destrhetion, that is procecding at the
astounding rate of 25,000,600 square
miles annually fextract in a recent [is-
]-ﬂfrﬁfa)-—l li{‘Ii:l'liﬁlT!. also, that is
causing a marked change of the
topography of our continent, and i<
affecting our climate in a manner that |
cannot explain in popular style in 80
thort s letter as I propose this to be.
Therefore 1 rest my unqualified state-
ments on the accepted opinion of
scientists by the public that the deple-
tion of forests aflects temperature and
rainfsll. So convinced i3 the publiz of
this theory of the scientists that State
Legislatures and the Congress of the
United States are legislating on the sub-
ject and enacting laws for the preserva-
tion of forests, Now, why cannot this
climatic effect he remedied by sparing
our home forests, and utilizing in their
stead the forests of this northern ccun-
try. whose only use seems to be to lash
the mnorthern atmosphere into cold

| waves and blizzards that sweep with

destructive force over the country pe-
Why not transfer the
convict there, and let him develop
these nmow useless forests of that un-
known land ; by which development a
profitable business might be built, our
climate changed, and the rainfall in-
creased throughout the United States,
Ly putting an end to the depletion of
our home forests. Outside of this
soientific consideration of the question
there is also a moral view to be taken
of this colonization scheme, By his
removal hither the convict’s moral per-
ceptions would be improved. The ten-
dencies of northern climates is *“to
wodify and subdue the most stub-

bern  natures.”” The grand and
awful  surroundings, the loneliness
and quiet of the region, could
but be conducive to retlection,

contemplation, and religious life. The
cold shadows of the North always pro-
mote sweetly pensive and moral natures,
while the burning sunlight of southern
climes develop the evil natures of man.
This is strikingly illustrated in the
docileand patient Esquimaux child of
the North and the fierce and crucl
Comonche Indian of the South, each of
whose natures are the reflex and pro-
ducts of the climates under which they
have been born and reared. Paradoxi.
cal a8 my views appear, I think they
have a bearing on the convict-labor

question, D,
i ——

Free Books - The Tariil.
To the Editor of the Dispatch :

I am getting stirred up on the sub-
ject of free books for free schools and
am glad to see that the people are tak-
ing & lively interest in the question.
You state in a late editorial that the
scheme, if carried out, will inevitably
either diminish the efliciency of the
present free-school system or necessi-
tate an increase of taxation. If you are
right in this view of the matter, and [
am satisfied you are, then the ides of
free books for free schools should be
abandoned at once. The people are not
in the temper to submit to higher taxes,
and woe to the ?uty that undertakes to
impose them. Verbum saf sapientibus—

should be conclusive of the question, 1
ask of the advocates of the project
whether there is soy foundation ia rea-
son or justice which it can rest?
Let us examine it a little :

ship that be should be required
s0. If there are such

should be disregarded.
Every man and woman in the Com-

monwealth who has anything to tax is
now taxed to support the free schools.
They are taxed to build the school-
houses. to pay the teachers and super-
intendents, and to defray all other ex-
penses incident to the system. They
are also taxed to purchase books for
indigenf children—children whose pa-
rents or guardians are too poor to pur-
chase books for them. This isall right,
and just here the line should be drawn.
Not a dollar should be raised, in my
judgment, by a general tax on the peo-
‘.le levied for the purpose of purchasing
sooks for the children of persons who
ure not only able to purchase them
themselves, but who, as far as [ have
ever heard, do not object to doing so.

The pledge on this subject in the
Democratic platform should never have
been put there. It was unwisely and
improvidently made, and the sooner it
is izmored the better.

It strikes me that there is about as
much sense in Mr. Morrison's scheme
for a horizontal reduction of the pre-
sent tarifl as there would be in cotting
off a call's tail that he might thereby
the better protect himself against flies
in hot weather. There is neither rhyme
nor reason in the proposition. [t is
manifestly an idiosynerasy, which the
sooner Mr. Morrison divests himself of
the better for his reputation asa states-
man.

As stated in a former article, I don’t
pretend to understand the tariff. but
think I know enough about it to be
able to state with confidence that under
the present tariff the duties on many
articles are too high, on others proba-
bly about what they should be, and on
others still probably less than they
chould be.  Yet Mr. Morrison, in utter
disregard of this palpable inequality.
comes along with his jack-knife and
mwakes his horizontal cut, by which he
proposes to reduce the present rate of
duties just 20 per cent. all around. The
people want no such bob-tail tariff as
this.

Now, if Mr. Morrison can prove
{what T think is utterly beyond his
power, or that of any other man) that
all the dutiable articles under the pre-
sent tarifl are taxed exactly 20 per cent.
higher than they should be, then his
horizontal scheme is right. Ctherwise
it is radically wrong, and should not be
countenanced for a moment, This
-cheme, to which the papers say Mr,
Merrison still adheres, is identical with
the onc that was 8o inopportunely in-
trodueed by him into the Jast Congress,
and which was so signally defeated hy
that body. If we are to have a revizion
of the tarifl by the present Congress

ard such revision seems to be deman -
ed by the sentiment of the countrs), |
bope it will be made in such manner as
ihat it will be sustained by reason,
and common sense.
Trnomas Woon
e ——

LEXINGTON,

“tice,

Flevtion of Bapk OMcers—Salaries of 1 une
Agent=—Denthe- Jack-
and

11 UMcers=Depot

sen-Memerial Assotintion-Skating
sirighiog—Serions Charze,
*crrespondence of the Richmond Dispateh.!
JASUARY 16, 1585,
The following officers for the Bank of
Lexington have been elected for this
Nelson ;

year: President: A, L.
Cashier, U. M. Figgatt. Directors
\, L. Nelson, F. H. Smith, J, J.

White, H. 11, Myers, C. M. Dold, W,
(. Stuart, T. M. Wade, R. H. Sellers,
and S, H. Letcher,

The Doard of Supervisors have fixed
the salaries of the county officers as
follows : Commonwealth’s attorney,
§500 ; sherifl, #400: jailer, 8200 : clerk
of County Court, 3250 ;
of Supervisors, #3():
the poor. #320. The amount of $30
was allowed the elerk of the Circait
Court for stationery, and &4 was al-

stationery,

Mr. T. L. Partlow, until recently as-
sistant (Baltimore and Ohio) depot agent
in Harrisonburg, has been transferred
by promotion to this place, where he
sssumes the duties as agent at the june-
tion depot with the Richmond and Al-
leghany railroad,

Institute, has removed to Fredericks-
Lnrg‘

Mrs, Sherrard, who has just died in
Iath county, was a sister of Dr. J. 11,
Usmeron, Mre, Thomas S, White, Mrs.
Dz, W, S. White, and Mra. A. W, Har-
man, Jr., all of this town and county.
The death of this estimable lady has
cast a gloom over & wide circle of rela-
tives and friends in this section,

Frank Cameron, son of Dr. J. 1L
(‘ameron, died at his father's residence,
in this place, on Wednesday, aged nine-
teen years, and was buried on yester-
[ day from the Presbyterian church, The
services were conducted by Rev. Dr, T.
L. Preston and Rev, Dr. J.. B. Taylor,
They were attended by s large con-
course of citizens and the corps of the

and with side-arms. This amiable and
popular young man was formerly a ca-
det, but ever a year ago was compelled
to leave the Institute on account of fail-
ing health.

The ladies of the Jackson Memorial
Association have gone energetically tg
work., Quite a number of sub-commit-
tees have been appointed to arrange for
the forthcoming bazaar, and many cir-
culars appealing for help have been sent
out. Mr. W. W. Corcoran has pro-
mised 81,000 in aid of the monument
fund.

The jury in the Boogher cutting case,
having failed to sgree, has been dis-
charged, and the case is continued.
Boogher has given bail in the sum of
1,000, The jury in the case of the
Commonwealth rs, Hinton rendered a
verdict sentenciog the prisoner to two
years and ten months in the peniten-

tiary.

There has been fine skating on the
river, and students and cadets, as well
as the young people of the town, have
availed themselves of the opportunity
for having a good time, There has
been a great deal of sleigh-riding, and
the getters of ice have been busy. An
abundance of excellent ice has been
secured

Captain Carmichael, who has been
our town engineer, has gone to Wash-

lowed the clerk of the County Court for |

Virginia Military Institute in full dress |

| the drama.

“STEPNIAK * IN LONDON.
A VISIT TO HIS LODGINGS.

Imtcresting Chat — What e Had e Sar
to a Correspondent -Min Work and Appear-
ance,

In one of the dingiest squares in the
West Central district d.?nadm lives
+ Stepniak," the famous Russian writer
and revolutionist. In a dingy dwell-
h{lnut to a dingy church—a dwelling
which well re the average lodg-
ing-house of this region—the first floor
is alloted to the use of the author of
* Undergro und Russia " and what was
evidently a drawing-room in a palmier
age is set apart as the study of the lat-
ter-day apostle of freedom who has mys-
teriously masqueraded through Europe.
Books, papers, pamphlets, and maga-
zines in half a dozen languages com-
prise the chiel furpiture of the apart-
ment, and at a corner-desk, toiling over
the manuscript of his forthcoming vol-
ume, sits the man whom the myrmi-
dons of the White Czar long to immure
in the subterranean dungeons of the
Fortress of Peter and Paul, There is
nothing about Stepniak to suggest the
conspirator or political plotter ; nothing
that smacks of dynamite or terrorism,
or that reminds you of the pyra-
midal hats and black cloaks of the vocal
villaing in * La Fille de Madame An-
got.”” Stepniak is an educated gentle-
man, and one is not surprised to find
that in appearance he isa typical bushy-
baired and bearded, broad-faced and
fiat-nosed Russian ; or that, like all of
his instructed countrymen, he shares
the natural linguistic gift, expressing
himself in English, French, German,
Jtalian, Latin, Greek, and his own
strange tongue with equal ease, In-
decd, he is the last man in the world
whom one wounld take for an upsetter
of dynasties.

Ile is genial, even jovial, in manner,
aud his high voice and near sight com-
pel one to wonder how in a land where
every inhabitant is watched by the po-
lice as the mouse is watched by the cat
this outlawed man has worked with
safety for s0o many years, has eluded
identiflcation, and how, even now,
he passes when he ohooses un-
harmed through the country, where
a price is st upon his head.
The conclugion is natural that if the

Lussian police are clever ** Stepniak ™’
is equal to them in this respect,
and that disguises are no loss potent in
real life than they are in romance or
But the chief reason why
the American or the average European
would not take **Stepniak'* to be a

| Nihilist is that ontside of Russia the
| general idea regarding Nihilists and

clerk of Board |
superintendent of |

Mr. J. (i, Swartz, at one time assist- |
ant professor at the Virginia Military |

Nihilism is entirely at fault, and that |

the members of the order arc wrongly | .
| Russia everything is done by the ofi-

classed in the category of the 0'Dono-
van Rossas and Herr Mosts of cotempo-
rary crime.

“ Stepniak " i3 an admirable repre-
sentative of what are perversely called
the * Nihilists.”* Heis abroad-minded
man, thoroughly in earnest, and wholly
cevoted to his cause. Though he |
older he has not scen more than thirty-
four years, and fully half of that period
Las been devoted to the cauze of Rus-
sian liberty. Who he is and what he
i=—ibat is to say, his real name anl
family history—will remain long, per-
baps forever, unknown. To the world
and to his own associates he is ** Step-
niak."” 1t is a commen thing for mem.
bers of his society to sink their identity
under some sasumed name and to live
and die with it, **The Bird,”
from hig peculiar voice, was & composi-
tor un the secret press in St. Peters-
burgh. For two years he lived in the
printing-oflice, never going outside the
little room in which he lived and work-
ed. This self-abnegation was necessary
to the cause, His co-workers knew no-
thing of him eave that he came to
them from a distant town with eradon.
dials from the local organization. His
faithful but self-imposed continemeat
catiged his death, and fur lack of any
other name he was buried as he had
lived, under the name of ** The Bird.™
Such instances are frequent among the
Nihilists,

*+ Stepniak,” like all members of the
order, refuses to talk of his own his-
tory or of hi= own share in the active
work of the revolutionists, Absolute
scerecy i< the only safeguard. But |
have reason to believe that he is a
member of the lesser nobility of ** Lit-
tle Russia,’” and that one of his reasons
for concealing his identity is to spare
his family the persecutions of the Crar,
But he is anxious to educate American
opinion on the subject of Russia, and
in a twelvemonth he hopes to visit the
States and lecture, though he shrinks
from the task of addressing an audi-
ence, oratory being unknown in Russia,
where the right of public speaking is
denied.  For the present he i5 living
in retirement and working upon his
books, and though he is in free England
be thinks it best to keep his address as
much of a secret as possible,

He works in a study bestrewn with

ks

false opin-
ions ; where the sancity of the home is
unrecognized by thesuthorities and vio-
lated by them every hour of the day or
night ; where it is impossible for half a
doxzen people to enter or leave a house
together withont the interference of the
police? Under this condition of things
it has been impossible for the people to
rise, for it has been impossible for them
to meet and plan s rising. They are
bound hand and foot. In Russia no
man knows what a day or an hour may
bring forth for him. At any moment
he may be arrested for complicity in a
political plot and sent to the gallows or
Siberia without a trial. An anony-
mous letter to the police, the denuncia-
tion of an enemy, the possession of a
forbidden book—say one of Huxley's
or Herbert Spencer's—is sullicient to
deprive a man of life or such liberty as
a Russian may be said to possess,

* When the late Cizar Alexander
emancipated the serfs he received the
applause of civilized Europe. It was
thought to be a gracious act, worthy of
an enlightened age, Russia hailed it as
the dawn of a new era, But what has
been the result? Millions of people
have been emancipated from slavery to
a so-called freedom which has burdened
them with responsibilities they are not
able to bear. and for the non-fulfilment
of which they are afllicted with punish-
ments unknown to slavery itself. Rus-
sia is » peasant state. The inhabitants

of all the cities and towns make only 10
percent. of the population, and one
half of the towns are agricultural, And
our peasants are our tax-payers. They,
and not the wealthy folk, supply the

revenue of the State,and they are taxed | P

far beyond reason and justice. The

taxes are so imposed that they fall due |
just before harvest time. when the peo- |

ple have not yet turned their crops to
cash, At the best of times they have

barely enough to live onafter they have |

paid “the (iovernment's demand, how |
much worse, then, must it be when |

they are asked to pay their taxes at just |

that season of the year when they
have no money?
that it would
tional on the part

he
the

ra-
Ligve

only
of

You would think |

ernment to postpone its day of collec- |

tion until the harvests have been gath-
ered and sold.
ernment does nothing that is rational.
Year after year cfforts have been made
to so postpone the date when the taxes
fall due. But to no avail, For then
the officials would be bereft of an ex-
cuse for plundering the peasants and
appropriating their crops in the name
of the law. And understand that in

cials a5 they think best, or rather, a8
they find the best chances for plunder,
At one time banks were started to
assist the peasants, so that they could
lay up money through the year to meet
the taxes as they becamedue ; but, just
a3 thes
from the men they were deeigned to
henetit and their
with savings, a iRdued -

decree was

But the Russian Gov- |

institutions met with favor |

voffars began to fill | 3 .
| municated with a zigrag passage in the

which is only another way of saying it |
was carried out—appointing a Giovern- |

ment oflicial at the head of

and the officials at once sppropriated
the funds,

“In Russia there is no
ion because there are no means of for-
mulating one. The peasants, who form

50 called i nine tenths of the population, are dense-
| 1y ignorant, and the educated

| sunt

lasses
er censpless persecution unless they
enroll, themselves prominently on the
Government side,  What are called the
» Nihilists * are chiefly the educated peo-
ple, for ther: can be no harmony be-
tween despotism  and enlightenment.
The educated classes have taken up
on behalfl of the peasant the batile
which the peasant is unable to fight
for himself, and for this they are
persecuted beyond the power of an
alien people to believe. The authorities

each bank, |

public opin- :

recognize the might of education and |
the fact that its spread is dangerous to |

the existing order of things. For this
reason a ban is placed upon learning,
and nothing i taught but what s ap-

proved by the Ministers of the CUrzar. |

Everything i3 done that can be done to
ruin the peasants materially and the
educated classes morally, To thinking
Russians and to our ambitivus youth
life i~ but a dreay span of years, with-
out hope, without any of those incen-
tives for the future wisich men in other
countriesenjoy, A Iready one generation
of noble youth has been sweptaway by
the gallows or byexile. The severest
tortures are brought to bear upon politi-

| cal prisovers. tortures that would have |

every adjunct of the writing craft, for |

‘* Stepniak ' has been a professional
Jjournalist,
ing, with the fog coming down as it can
come down only in London, anid ** Step-
nisk " sits by a bright open fire, which
18 doing its best to add to the Jdismal
pall of smoke that covers the metropo-
lis in the winter time. As he talkshis
eyes glisten, his whole frame hecomes
animated, and (rom time to time he will
rise from his chair and pace the fioor
with a firm, heavy tread and deter-
mined mien. He is thoroughly in
earnest, a8 you can see by his aspect.
Indeed, earnestness is his chief charac-
teristic, as it must be with & man who
has sacrified every worldly prospect in
a Jong struggle with the dynasty of the
Romanofls.

“ It is difficult,” hesays, * for the
people of Western Europe, and it i3
more difficult still for the people of
that great West, America, to realize the
condition of things in Russia, for the
land of the Czar is like no other coun-
try. Everything in Russia is original,
and everything that is orizinal in Rus-
sia is ananomaly. With us freedom is
bot the name of an unknown state,
and government only another word for
plunder, corruption, and nnparalleled
tyranny. You wonder that the Russian
people have submitted so long*?
They could do nothing else. And. be-
sides, my countrymen are, above all
others, a patient race. Indeed, one may
ask if their patience has not ceased to
be & virtue and become a fault, The

Giovernment is only a gigantic system
of bureaucracy which exista by robbery,
outrage, and every other form of ram-

bridld ofciliom.

It is & chill, drizzly morn- |

been a disgrace even to the dark ages.
The innocent soffer with the guilty, if

a man can be called guilty whose deed |
is calculated to etfect the rescue of his |
| country and the freedom of his race,

But the authorities know no such thing
as innocence,  If they suspect s man,
even without cause, he is doomed, and
no earthly power can save him. The

tiovernment i5 as blind as it is per-|

verse and cruel.

Its continued op- |

pression, which grows worse year by |

vear, is goading the people to despera-
tion,

The tlower of Russian man- |

our only means of revolt.”

IR—
THE CHARTERHOUSE.

History of am Amcient Charitable Institation
1hat Is Nearing [is Ked.

In commenting upon the proposed de-
molition of the Charterhouse, the Lon-
don Times says :

The Charterhouse 1 London dates
from the 1avages of the ** black death,™
in the fourteenth century. So dire was
the mortality from that fell plague that
it was thought necessary to make ar-
rargements for the burial of the dead
outside the city walls. The then Bishop
of London and Sir Walter Manny, one of
Edward 111.'s captaina, together bought |
a plot of land extending to about |
twenty acres, which was consecrated as |
an extra-mural borying-ground. It is |
said that fifty thousand bodies were
interred there; but at length, happily,
the plague died away, and it became
unnecessary any longer to use the
ground for the purpose for which it had
been bought. Apparently much of the
ground was still unoccupied. (Charter-
house square is believed to have
been the ancient burial-ground), and
the bishop's successor, Sir Wal-
ter Manny, determined that the
spot should be devoted to other
ious uses. Casting about for & suits-
ble foundation, they selected that of &
Carthusian monastery, probably on sc-
count of the rigorous discipline of the
order and its devotion to solitary con-
templation. The necessary charter was
obtained and a double convent for
twenty-four monks was founded, the
buildings being completed about 1370.
The bishop died during the progress of
the work, and one of the first duties of
the newly-established monks was the
burial of their surviving founder, Sir
Walter Manny, whose bones are be-
lieved still to rest under the choir of
the old church,

The arrangements of a Carthusian
monastery were adapted to the life of
solitary prayer and meditation to which
its inmates were devoted, Themonks'
cells were arranged around the great
cloister of the house. Each cell com-
prised a sleeping-room and oratory, and
was furnished with a garden and every
accommodation necessary to enable the
monk to live completely apart from his
brethren. The cooking of the monas-
tery was performed by lay brethren,
who took round to the monks® eolls the
portion of food allotted to esch, Even
the slight intercourse which might arise

i this process was guarded against, In
the wall of the cloister, by the gata of
each cell was a square opening
known a3 & huteh, This opening com-

wall. The food was pushed half way

mderud;u.lm.r‘ the rooms now
oceupied by the ol loonli wn
htnl: of ’nll. the mm dl::‘
- pany bave ¢

school-house in place of the smaller
buildiu;l used by the o g
boys. Unfortunately, too,

the old Wildernoss of the Howards have
been let for buildings, and ugly ware-
houses rear their forms on the east
side of the green. But the main features
of the place as it existed in Sat-
ton's time are still anchanged, Tt still
bears the clear imprint of the
monastic foundation. The buildings of
the martyred prior of Henry's time are
almost intact. The splendor of the
great noble of the Tudor period is still
stereotyped in hall and staircase, and
the tastes and liberality of the London
merchant of the time of the Stuarts are
perpetuated in the uses to which the
buildings are still put, and in all their
arrangements as well as in particular
additions and decorations,

The act of Parliament which Sutton
obtained for the cstablishment of his
hospital expressly forbade any aliena-
tion or demise of any part of the Char-
terhouse premises, [t i4 to reverse this
enactment that the governors now ap-
ply to Parliament.

- e

FREEZING IN FLORIDA.

Disasirens Eects of the Norther |n the Land
of Fiswers - thiber Dems.
|Colrvspondence of t+ e Kich mond Dispateh]

Trrvsvivey, Fua,, Jan. 12, 1886,
Your correspondent wishes that he
could, s of yore, give a roseate hue to
his letter from this land of ** fruits and
tlowers,”” but ol Horeas has not only
frozen all the fruits and Howers, but
bas chilled my own flesh and blood to
a degree bordering on the unbearable.
| Last Thursday, when we left Atlants,
it was brjght and sunny, with a tempe-
rature as agreeable as might be desired,
the nest morning at 5 o'clock, in the
midst of rain and darkness, wheo not
far from Wayecross, we had a collision,
which broke up our sleeper and three
passenger coaches, and although the
| cars were crowded no one was seriously
'l hurt. We were detained several hours,
and when we reached Jacksoaville the
rain was falling in torrents and the
wind blowing a gale. It soon cleared
away, however, and the wind shifred
to the north, from which quarter it has
been blowing ever since, aud all Florida
has a black eye.

along this passage from without by the
lay brother, and the monk on the other

side could then reach it and draw it in. |

some of these hutehes now bricked up,
Hut with the outline clearly marked hy
a stone coping, are still to be seen in
the western wail of the great cloister at
Chartethouse, The monks only met
in chapel, where each hald his
allotted  seat, and on rare days
in the refectory. a chamber proba-
bly identical with the smaller hall,
used in after years as the dining-room
of the Ubarterhouse boys.

house and hall, where he entertained
strangers ; and ranged round the little
cloister were the strangers’ lodgings,

where not only were wayfarers and oc- |
casional guests received, but pious lay- |

men occasionally went into retreat, for
a time accepting the discipline and em-
bracing the austere and contemplative
life of the monastery. Inthe London

Charterhouse the chapel stood on the |
south of the great cloister, and the |

prior’s quarters and little cloister at the
outhwest corner.  Still further to the

west was & considerable space of open |

eround, and upon & part of this a new
court adjoining the little closter was
built by Prior Houghton in the time of
Henry V111, This court, known as
Washhouse court and apparently in-
tended for the lay brethren and servants
of the monastery, still exists in all es-
centials, and on its outsule wall are to

be seen Prior Houghton's initials, This |
was the last addition made to the mo- |

nastery before its dissolution.

The Charterhouse was treated with
great cruelty by Henry VIIL  Prior
Houghton was hanged for refusing to
acknowledge the king's supremacy.
Other brethren shared his fate, and
others again were thrown into noisome
dens at Newgate, where want and fover
did the work of the executioner. A
few, who accepted the new doctrine, re-
ceived pensions and then retired to
Pruges, where they continued to keep
their vows. The lands of the Char-
terhouse thus passed into secular occu-

hood, the tlower of Kussian intellect, mi pation, and the buildipgs underwent
being wiped out by a hand we are pow- | great alterations, Sir Edward North,

erless to stay.
our only resource is secret warfare,

They call ns * Nihilists," and seek to | their sites.

Apainst this barbarism | the first occupant. pulled down the

monks’ cells, and formed gardens on
He demolished the chap-

impress the world that we are the ter-house and built private rooms, and
friends and brothers of those despicable | he converted the chapel into a dining-

fanatice—of whom voun have some in | room.

America—who preach the sbsurd doc- |
trines of a so-called * socialism * and | hands the present Howard house assumed

seek to overturn the fundamental prin-
ciples of civilized life. It is false!
We have no connection and no sym-
pathy, with these d:magogues. Our
strike is for freedom, constitu.
tional government, and a representative
Parliament. Give us these, and the
('zar may retain his throne. Our or-
ganization embraces the best elements
of the Russian people, and so much of
her intellectual strength, so much of all
that is most noble, generous, and intel-
ligent ; so much of her vital force as is
not buried among the thousands of Si-
berian exiles, One thing is certain:
we can never gain our freedom by
peaceable methods ; we can secure it
only by war. If we are not successfal
in our generation nur sons and daughters
will carry on the struggle. Posterity
will gain what is denied tous. A strug-
gle has begun which will never end un-
til Russia is as free as England.

* My mission in England is to edu-
cate public opinion in our support, and
lhh;o already met with » luec;’-
whie lﬂr%l“ my expectations.,
books, * ndngronnd”?tnuin' l.ui
* Russia Under the Czars,’ are eagerly
read, and I am at present engaged upon
two more works, * The Storm-Cloud *
and ‘The Russian l'm?.' The
Enn has met me wi m

indnsss, and the London
has opened i

His son, Lord North, sold to the
Duke of Norfolk in 1565, and in his

shape. The noble hall in which the
poor brethren still dine is the Duke of
Norfolk's dining-hall; the apartment
over the boys’ dining-hall, in which the
examinations for the foundation are still
held, disfigured by subsequent changes,
but still & very fine room, is the Duke
of Norfolk's presence chamber; and
the staircase by which the room is ap-
proached —one of the finest remaining
pieces of work—was doubtless design-
ed and completed under the directions
of the Duke. The rest of Howard
house stands upon the walls of the lit-
tle cloister, and thus. by its quadran-
gle. preserves the outline of the old
monastery,

The possessors of Heward honse fell
on evil times. The Duke of Norfolk
went from the Charterhouse to the
tower, and thence to the block. The
Duke's eldest son, the Earl of Arundel,
was attainted in 1500, and Howard
house thus came to the crown. It was,
however, to ancther son of the
Duke, the Earl of Suffolk, by whom it
was sold in 1611 to Thomas Sutton,
the founder of the Charterhouse charity,
At the time of Sutton's purchase How-
ard house was one of the most famous
of the many noblemen’s which

& was selected

London then
by both Elizabeth and
occasion of j

(YT i
:.-Wum
o London, and it was

The prior, |
| however, had his separate dwelling- |

DESTRUCTION OF FRUIT.

A large portion of the oranges were
ungathered and the last one is frozem,
| and what is even worse, the trees are
damaged that it will certainly take
[ one or more years to put them in blos.
| seming condition, My objective point
{15 120 miles south of this plaze, where
| piue-apples and other tropical fruits
| are the principal production, and sl

though 1 have no special information
| to that etlect, | have no doult but that
the freeze has been as destructive there
as it bas been here, Many people in
| this country have invested their allin
fruits and vegetables, and they are, to
say the least of it, much discouraged,
The thermometer at Enterprise on Sun-
day morning registered 20 degrees above
2610,

| 50

HIGH AND DRY.,
A new railroad has just been cowe
| pleted from Enterprise, on Lake Mon«
roe, to this place, distance thirty-nine
miles, and usually you take a sailing-
| vesgel or steamer to go down the river
! for any distance. The steamer now
running in connection with the railroad
only goes fifty miles below, and if you
want to go a4 far as my destination—
say 120 miles—you have to take a saile
vessel. 1 took asail-vessel immediately
| on the arrival of the train on Monday st
noon, and after getting out into the
river some distance sailed up on a sand-
| bar and sturk, and there she is yet.
waiting for the wind to so change a3 to
blow into the river the water it has
blown out of it. We were compelled
| to spend one night on the bost, and
| cold and comfortless it was. Yomter-
| Jay we got ashore, and have a comfort-
able hotel. This almost unprecedented
norther bas now lasted over four days,
| and the presumption is that it can't
last much longer. It is now much
wyrmer, and by to-morrow | expect to
sce it quite warm and pleasant.

This is a dry norther, and a fow
sportsmen stopping here have s fine
time shooting quail and ducks. Quail
are very abundant, and [ can safely say
that I can see ten thousand ducks st
one sight from the wharf, C. M. R.
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